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Introduction 

Workers' compensation is defined by the United States Centers for Disease 
Control as, “systems [that] were established to provide partial medical care 
and income protection to employees who are injured or become ill from their 
job.”  

 
Workers’ compensation was established to incentivize employers to reduce 
injury and illness to their employees. While the federal government has 
established this overarching definition of workers’ compensation and its 
purpose, each state government is responsible for creating its own system and 
regulation for workers’ compensation. This has led to some stark differences 
in the workers’ compensation systems of varying states. 

 
Washington and Wyoming, for example, are two of just four states (North 
Dakota and Ohio are the others) with a monopoly worker’s comp system. This 
top-down control without any competition has led to increasing rates and 
questionable customer service. Meanwhile, in Idaho and Montana, employers 
can choose to purchase their worker’s compensation from the state, from 
private companies, or can self-insure, leading to declining rates. 
 
While there is some debate about which system – private or state-controlled – 
works best, there is ample research to suggest the private model uses the free 
market to improve coverage, lower costs and protect workers. 
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Property taxes are an important part of the tax base for school districts, local 
governments, and many states. Though based on a relatively straightforward 
calculation, they are among the least understood taxes by taxpayers.  
 
Although there are variations in each state, the general formula for property 
taxes is the value of the property multiplied by the tax rate.  
 
Too often taxpayers focus on assessed values instead of the spending 
decisions made by government officials when considering their property tax 
burden. With record property tax assessment increases occurring in states 
like Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming, homeowners are concerned about the 
potential impact on their property tax bills.  
 
First, it is important for taxpayers to know that assessments are just a part of 
the calculation. The main driver of property taxes is spending increases 
approved by policymakers and voters themselves through levies.  
 
This is why efforts to restrict property assessments are often misplaced and 
lead to other problems.1 The better way to control property tax increases is 
on the spending side and/or with levy restrictions. One way to help bring 
greater transparency to the fact spending is the main cause of property tax 
increases is with a reform called Truth in Taxation. 
 
 

https://taxfoundation.org/research/all/state/property-taxes-guide/
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Utah’s Truth in Taxation Example  
 
To bring more transparency to property tax increases, Utah was the first to 
adopt Truth in Taxation in 1985.  
 
Here is how the Utah Legislature describes the state’s Truth in Taxation law:1  
 

“The basic concept of the system is that taxing entities may only budget the 
same amount of property tax each year, unless they have ‘new growth’ (not just 
change in value on existing properties) or go through a very public process of 
notifying the public and holding a public hearing on the proposed revenue 
increase. To achieve this, as taxable values change, the tax rate automatically 
adjusts to provide a constant amount of revenue. When values increase, the 
tax rate adjusts down to provide the taxing entity the same amount of revenue 
as it received in the prior year. When values decrease, the tax rate adjusts up to 
provide the same amount of revenue.”   
 

Utah’s Property Tax Division further explains:2  
 

“Property Tax increases require a Truth in Taxation process of public 
disclosure. Taxing entities are required to follow a series of date specific steps, 
including notification to the county, newspaper advertisements, parcel specific 
notices, and a public hearing, before adopting a property tax rate above a 
calculated certified tax rate. The timeline is different for a fiscal year taxing 
entity (budget cycle July 1 to June 30) and a calendar year entity (budget cycle 
Jan 1 to Dec 31).”  
 

Here is an example of the “Tax Increase Checklist” for taxing districts under 
Utah’s Truth in Taxation law:3 
 

• Proof notification to county legislative body of intent to increase. This could be 
an email, or minutes from previous meeting, etc.  
 

• Agenda from Public meeting with agenda items discussing (1) intent to 
increase, (2) dollar amount of increase, (3) purpose for increase, (4) and 
approximate percentage of increase. 
 

• Example/Proof of parcel specific mailings. 
 

• Proof of 1st Newspaper Publication that must have been within 2 weeks of 
Public Hearing. 
 

 
1 “A History of Property Tax in Utah,” Utah Legislature, September 2010, available at 
https://le.utah.gov/lrgc/briefings/BriefingPaperPropertyTaxHistorySept2010.pdf  
2 “Tax Increase Requirements,” Utah Property Tax Division, accessed on September 2023, available at https://propertytax.utah.gov/tax-
increases/  
3 “Calendar Year Entity Tax Increase Checklist,” Utah Property Tax Division, accessed on September 2023, available at 
https://propertytax.utah.gov/tax-rates/cy-tnt-checklist.pdf  
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• Proof of 2nd Newspaper Publication that must have been within 1 week of 
Public Hearing. 
 

• Screenshot of Public Notice Website where the newspaper ad should be 
posted. 
 

• Recommended: Screenshots of newspaper ad posted on County and Entity 
website. 
 

• Public hearing agenda with no other items apart from the tax increase, budget, 
or fee introduction/increase (if applicable). 

These “Tax Increase Requirements” must also be achieved before property 
taxes can be enacted under Utah’s Truth in Taxation:4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4 “2024 Calendar Year Entity Property Tax Increase Requirements,” Utah Property Tax Division, accessed on September 2023, available 
at https://propertytax.utah.gov/tax-rates/cy-tnt-reqs.pdf  
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Along with Utah, Truth in Taxation currently exists in Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, 
and Tennessee. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Montana Governor Greg Gianforte succinctly explained the need for 
policymakers to focus on property tax transparency when he said:5 
 

"To ease the property tax burden, we must reform our system and bring greater 
transparency, accountability, and responsibility to local spending." 
 

Even though Idaho doesn’t have a statewide property tax and the legislature 
recently enacted property tax rebates to help with the local tax burden, Truth in 
Taxation is still needed to help empower taxpayers to better engage and 
understand their property tax burden and the connection to spending.6  
 
With the cry for property tax reform getting louder, policymakers in should focus 
their efforts on transparency and voter engagement with Truth in Taxation.  

 
5 “Delivering income and property tax relief for Montanans,” Independent Record, July 2023, available at 
https://helenair.com/opinion/column/greg-gianforte-delivering-income-and-property-tax-relief-for-montanans/article_09191952-2d73-
11ee-9d53-536912f93301.html  
6 “Idaho property tax relief going forward after all,” Mountain States Policy Center, March 2023, available at 
https://www.mountainstatespolicy.org/idaho-property-tax-relief-going-forward-after-all  
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